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MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2018 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 
 
THRU: Connie Edmonston, Director of Parks and Recreation  
 Ted Jack, Parks Planning Superintendent  
 
FROM: John Scott Urban Forester 
 
DATE: September 18, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Chapter 177.04 (D, 1-5) Site Development and Parking Lot Standards, UDC  

Ordinance 5859 
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends reinstating 177.04 D. 4 and 177.04 D. 5 of UDC Chapter 177 which were 
erroneously omitted.  

(4) Shrub Planting.  
(a)The requirement for a continuous planting of shrubs is intended to 
lessen the effect of extensive paving. Parking lots that require 
screening shall have shrubs that are spaced so as to create a seamless 
row of hedging. A minimum 50% of shrubs shall be evergreen.  
(b)Shrub size at the time of planting shall be a minimum of 3-gallon 
containers with an expected height of 3 feet or more within two (2) 
years of installation.  

(5) Ground Cover Planting. All landscape areas shall be re-vegetated with appropriate 
perennial groundcover. Prior to certificate of occupancy, all bare soil shall be 
adequately covered in accordance with the Unified Development Code.  

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Chapter 177.04 177.04 (D) (4) & (5) were unintentionally removed from code during the 
revisions that were submitted for Ordinance 5859.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
During a previous change to Chapter 177.04 D which addressed allowances for urban zoning 
district, the last two code requirements were left off when the changes were recorded in code.  
The code should read as follows: 

“(4) Shrub Planting.  
(a)The requirement for a continuous planting of shrubs is intended to 
lessen the effect of extensive paving. Parking lots that require 



 

2 
 

screening shall have shrubs that are spaced so as to create a seamless 
row of hedging. A minimum 50% of shrubs shall be evergreen.  
(b)Shrub size at the time of planting shall be a minimum of 3-gallon 
containers with an expected height of 3 feet or more within two (2) 
years of installation.  

(5) Ground Cover Planting. All landscape areas shall be re-vegetated with appropriate 
perennial groundcover. Prior to certificate of occupancy, all bare soil shall be 
adequately covered in accordance with the Unified Development Code. “ 
 

The removal of this portion of code was unintentional.  
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPACT: 
None 
 
Attachments: 
Ordinance Change 5859. 
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Ordinance: 5859

File Number: 2016- 0107

ADM 16- 5319 ( UDC CHAPTERS 166, 172, 177 AMENDMENTS): 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND § 166. 24 NONRESIDENTIAL DESIGN STANDARDS, § 172. 04

PARKING LOT DESIGN STANDARDS, § 177. 04 SITE DEVELOPMENT AND PARKING LOT

LANDSCAPE STANDARDS AND § 177. 05 STREET TREE PLANTING STANDARDS OF THE

UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FAYETTEVILLE, ARKANSAS: 

Section 1. That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby amends § 166. 24

Nonresidential Design Standards of the Unified Development Code ( E) Pedestrian oriented elements by

repealing it in its entirety and enacting a replacement ( E) as shown on Exhibit A. 

Section 2. That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby amends § 172. 04 Parking

Lot Design Standards of the Unified Development Code by enacting a new ( C) ( 4) as shown below: 

4) In Urban Zoning Districts that specify urban form ( i. e., a build -to zone) the intent is for drive- 

thru lanes, parking lot drive aisles, and parking spaces to be located to the side or rear of buildings. In

Urban Zoning Districts, a drive- thru lane, parking lot drive aisle, or parking spaces are not permitted to be
located in the front yard directly between a building and the Master Street Plan right- of-way." 

Section 3. That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby amends § 177. 04 Site

Development and Parking Lot Landscape Standards of the Unified Development Code by repealing ( D) 
in its entirety and enacting a replacement (D) Perimeter landscaping requirement as shown on Exhibit B. 

Section 4. That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby amends § 177. 05
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Ordinance 5859

Street Tree Planting Standards of the Unified Development Code by renumbering ( A) ( 2) ( a) to ( A) 

2) ( b), with the following subsections renumbered accordingly, and enacting a replacement ( A) ( 2) ( a) as

shown below: 

a) Street trees are intended to be planted in a greenspace strip between the curb and sidewalk or in
urban tree wells in accordance with the Master Street Plan. The intent of the street tree planting location

is to shade the sidewalk, provide a barrier between vehicles on the street and pedestrians, increase

motorized traffic and pedestrian safety, and spatially frame the street. Existing trees within the build - 
to -zone shall be counted towards the required number of street trees. When there is not adequate

greenspace between the curb and sidewalk and urban tree wells are not appropriate, or there are utilities

or other structural conflicts in the greenspace strip between the curb and sidewalk, the Urban Forester may
permit street trees in greenspace behind the sidewalk and on private property." 

Section 5. That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby amends § 177. 05 ( B) ( 3) by

repealing its first sentence and replacing it with the following: " The Street Planting Plans for development

in Urban Zoning Districts may utilize an urban streetscape at least eight feet wide from curb to building" 
and amends § 177. 05 ( B) ( 3) ( g) by repealing it in its entirety and enacting a replacement ( g) with the

following: "( g) Development applications approved for the use of Urban Tree Wells shall not be required to
provide additional perimeter landscaped area between the Master Street Plan right- of-way and building, as

described further under the Perimeter Landscaping Requirements." 

PASSED and APPROVED on 3/ 15/ 2016

Attest: 

6. 4tL,&_
Sondra E. Smith, City Clerk
Treasurer
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166. 24 Nonresidential Design Standards

E) Pedestrian oriented elements. Developments that are subject to these standards shall meet and should exceed

the basic needs of pedestrian accessibility and contribute to a unique sense of place and community. The
following requirements are intended to define and articulate space at the street level in order to encourage the
use and function for active and/ or passive social interaction. 

1) Buildings exceeding 50 feet in length or width within the build -to zone shall incorporate spatially defining
building elements and/ or landscaping at a minimum separation of 100 feet of fagade length in order to create
public or semi -private space, such as a courtyard, garden, patio, etc. 

2) Each public space shall include seating opportunities, such as table and chairs or benches, and a
combination of at least of two ( 2) of the following elements: 

a) planters; 

b) a planting bed; 

c) public art; 

d) a water feature; 

e) a shift in pavement material between the public right-of-way and the structure; 

f) a covering for seating, such as a canopy, awning, arcade, or portico spanning the width of the building; 
or

g) other elements approved by the Zoning and Development Administrator that are not included in other
sections of the design standards and meet the intent of this requirement. 
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177. 04 Site Development And Parking Lot Landscape Standards

D) Perimeter landscaping requirement. Proposed development shall be landscaped meeting the following
requirements: 

1) Side and rear property lines. All parking lots shall have five feet ( 6) of landscaped area between the
property line and parking lot. The two foot ( 2') vehicle overhang option may be included to meet this
requirement. Depending on the use and location, additional landscaped area and screening may be
required along property lines. Where parking lots are located adjacent to a public alley, greenspace is not
required between the parking lot and the alley. A shared driveway or parking lot drive aisle within a platted
access easement may encroach fully within the required greenspace along the side or rear property lines. 

2) Property lines adjoining street right- of-way

a) Landscape area required. A fifteen ( 15) foot wide landscaped area shall be provided along the front

property line exclusive of and adjacent to the Master Street Plan right-of-way. Points of access

entrance drives, exit drives) and sidewalks are allowed to cross the fifteen ( 15) foot landscaped area
provided the integrity of the landscaped area is maintained. 

b) Urban Zoning Districts. Zoning districts that prescribe urban building form ( e.g., a build - to zone) 

permitting front setbacks of less than 15 feet may be permitted to eliminate the greenspace between the
principal fagade of a building and the Master Street Plan right-of-way and instead provide Pedestrian
Oriented Elements as referenced in 166. 24( E). 

c) Residential zones. Except for permitted entrance drives, every development shall be landscaped for an
equal and uniform width of 15 feet parallel to the front property line( s) street right- of-way. Single and
two- family residential uses shall be exempt from this requirement. 

d) Nonresidential zones. Except for permitted entrance drives, every development shall be landscaped for
an equal and uniform width of 15 feet parallel to the front property line( s) street right- of-way. 

e) Shade. All tree planting locations shall attempt to achieve shade for parking lots, cars, benches, 
pedestrian walkways, etc., by utilizing aspect and locating trees along the south and west boundary of
these areas. 

f) Screening. Parking lots containing five ( 5) or more spaces shall be screened from the public right-of- 
way and adjacent properties, where said parking areas are adjacent to residential zones, with shrubs
and/ or graded berms. If graded berms are used, shrubs are also required. 

g) Perimeter planting location. Street trees shall be installed in the location identified under the Street Tree
Planting Standards described herein, all other plantings noted herein shall be installed within the
required landscape area. Subject to approval by the Urban Forester, required shrubs may be planted
within the right- of-way or outside the required landscape area parallel to the street right- of-way only in
extenuating circumstances. 

3) Tree Planting. 

a) Large species trees shall be planted in the location identified in the Street Tree Planting Standards

containing one ( 1) tree per thirty ( 30) linear feet along the front property line. Trees along the perimeter
may be grouped to allow flexibility in design. The maximum allowed grouping may be up to twenty- five
25%) percent of the required number of street trees. 

b) Species selection shall be chosen from the approved list of trees for landscaping found in the
appendices of the City of Fayetteville Landscape Manual. Alternate tree species selections may be
approved by the Urban Forester. No more than 25% of trees planted to meet perimeter landscaping

requirements may be evergreen. 

c) Planted trees shall have a two ( 2) inch caliper (diameter) measured six ( 6) inches above ground level at
the time of planting. 

d) At the request of the developer, the Urban Forester may exempt specific areas from required tree
planting where the terrain, existing trees or other physical limitations make the planting of new trees



impracticable. In cases of existing overhead power lines, small trees shall be planted that will not
interfere with the existing power lines. Species selection shall be approved by the Urban Forester. 

EXHIBIT B
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File Number: 2016- 0107

Agenda Date: 3/ 15/ 2016 Version: 1 Status: Passed

In Control: City Council Meeting File Type: Ordinance

Agenda Number: D. 3

ADM 16- 5319 ( UDC CHAPTERS 166, 172, 177 AMENDMENTS): 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND § 166. 24 NONRESIDENTIAL DESIGN STANDARDS, § 172. 04

PARKING LOT DESIGN STANDARDS, § 177. 04 SITE DEVELOPMENT AND PARKING

LOT LANDSCAPE STANDARDS AND § 177. 05 STREET TREE PLANTING STANDARDS OF

THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FAYETTEVILLE, 

ARKANSAS: 

Section 1. That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby amends § 166. 24

Nonresidential Design Standards of the Unified Development Code ( E) Pedestrian oriented elements

by repealing it in its entirety and enacting a replacement ( E) as shown on Exhibit A. 

Section 2. That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby amends § 172. 04 Parking

Lot Design Standards of the Unified Development Code by enacting a new ( C) ( 4) as shown below: 

4) In Urban Zoning Districts that specify urban form ( i. e., a build -to zone) the intent is for drive- thru

lanes, parking lot drive aisles, and parking spaces to be located to the side or rear of buildings. In Urban

Zoning Districts, a drive- thru lane, parking lot drive aisle, or parking spaces are not permitted to be

located in the front yard directly between a building and the Master Street Plan right-of-way." 

Section 3. That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby amends § 177. 04 Site

Development and Parking Lot Landscape Standards of the Unified Development Code by repealing
D) in its entirety and enacting a replacement ( D) Perimeter landscaping requirement as shown on

Exhibit B. 

Section 4. That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby amends § 177. 05 Street

Tree Planting Standards of the Unified Development Code by renumbering ( A) ( 2) ( a) to ( A) ( 2) ( b), 

with the following subsections renumbered accordingly, and enacting a replacement ( A) ( 2) ( a) as

shown below: 

a) Street trees are intended to be planted in a greenspace strip between the curb and sidewalk or in
urban tree wells in accordance with the Master Street Plan. The intent of the street tree planting location
is to shade the sidewalk, provide a barrier between vehicles on the street and pedestrians, increase

motorized traffic and pedestrian safety, and spatially frame the street. Existing trees within the
build -to -zone shall be counted towards the required number of street trees. When there is not adequate
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File Number.' 2016- 0107

greenspace between the curb and sidewalk and urban tree wells are not appropriate, or there are utilities

or other structural conflicts in the greenspace strip between the curb and sidewalk, the Urban Forester

may permit street trees in greenspace behind the sidewalk and on private property." 

Section 5. That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby amends § 177. 05 ( B) ( 3) 

by repealing its first sentence and replacing it with the following: " The Street Planting Plans for
development in Urban Zoning Districts may utilize an urban streetscape at least eight feet wide from

curb to building" and amends § 177. 05 ( B) ( 3) ( g) by repealing it in its entirety and enacting a

replacement ( g) with the following: "( g) Development applications approved for the use of Urban Tree
Wells shall not be required to provide additional perimeter landscaped area between the Master Street

Plan right- of-way and building, as described further under the Perimeter Landscaping Requirements." 
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MATTHEW PETTY AND CITY STAFF for an ordinance to amend UDC Chapters 166. 24, Non- residential Design

Standards, 172. 04, Parking Lot Design Standards, and various sections within Chapter 177, Landscape Regulations
of the Fayetteville City Code to allow developments to build pedestrian -oriented frontages in certain
circumstances, to clarify street tree planting requirements, and to clarify the parking lot design standards in urban
zoning districts. 
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