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Kirsten Nicole Elliott


(501) 351-4722  • kirstennelliott@gmail.com 

EXPERIENCE 

Director of Philanthropy April 2018-present 
The Center for Election Science, Remote

•	 Developed an individual donor fundraising program, focusing on acquisition and stewardship  
	 best practices, resulting in a 30% increase in overall donor retention and the acquisition of 	 	  
	 109 new donors (230% increase over the prior year)

•	 Created first multi-channel year-end campaign, raising 176% more than our goal of $60k

•	 Secured a $1.8M renewal grant for general operating support as part of a growing grants  
	 program


Development Coordinator August 2016-April 2018 
HawkWatch International, Salt Lake City, UT

•	 Co-wrote the most successful appeal to date, securing 57% more revenue than the previous  
	 year.

•	 Managed a portfolio of over 80 grants, writing for more than $500,000 in funding.

•	 Designed system that acquired ~20+ new prospective donors per month through e-newsletter

•	 Designed and analyzed a comprehensive survey of volunteers, donors, staff, board, and other 
	 stakeholders as part of a 30th anniversary strategic planning process.


Development Manager February 2016-July 2016 
Work Activity Center, West Valley City, UT

•	 Researched, wrote, and managed grants.

•	 Co-wrote and oversaw the design of the organization’s first annual report in over four years.

•	 Analyzed the transportation program, optimizing the fleet to more efficiently serve clients. 


Graduate Research Assistant August 2014-July 2016 
Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute, Salt Lake City, Utah

•	 Co-authored an article on physical activity and technology use in the Tongan community.

•	 Organized the Utah City Manager’s Association’s two-day conference, involving 100+ people 	 	
	 from across the state of Utah

•	 Wrote and edited press releases, blogs, and social media content.


Director of Community Relations May 2013-July 2014 
AR Kids Read, Little Rock, Arkansas

•	 Created first fundraising communication plan, first direct fundraising appeal, and first 	 	 	  
	 marketing/public relations campaign, helping recruit over 400 tutors. 

•	 Secured early childhood education grants from corporate foundations. 

•	 Coordinated tutor workshops and a book drive campaign, providing 7,000 books to children 	 	
	 in Central Arkansas. 




EDUCATION 

University of Utah May 2016

Master of Public Policy

Relevant Coursework: Developing Revenue in Nonprofits, Policy Research, Quantitative Methods, 
Statistical Packages


University of Arkansas at Little Rock May 2014 
Bachelor of Arts, Political Science

Bachelor of Arts, Mass Communication (Public Relations)

Honors: Summa Cum Laude, Kappa Tau Alpha Honor Society, Pi Sigma Alpha Honor Society 
Relevant Coursework: Public Relations Campaigns, Web Design Principles, Print Design


PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

Communication: Grants, annual appeals, press releases, blogs, newsletters, profiles, policy memos

Technical: Salsa CRM+Engage, Little Green Light, CiviCRM, MailChimp, VerticalResponse, G Suite, 
Qualtrics, ConstantContact, Wordpress

Other: Survey design, event management, intermediate Spanish




 




