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MEETING OF NOVEMBER 5, 2019 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 
 
THRU: Don Marr, Chief of Staff 
 
CC:  Tim Nyander, Utilities Director 
  
FROM: Peter Nierengarten, Sustainability Director 
 
DATE: October 10, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Solar Maintenance and Interconnection Agreements  
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of a solar maintenance and interconnection agreement with Ozarks 
Electric Cooperative and Today’s Power, Inc. for the interconnection, maintenance and 
operation of electrical infrastructure at the 10 MW of Solar Power Generation and associated 24 
MWh of Storage at the two Fayetteville Wastewater Treatment Facilities. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
On January 2, 2018, the City Council adopted an Energy Action Plan by Resolution 25-18.  This 
Energy Action Plan was created to build a framework and energize action around the City of 
Fayetteville’s efforts to be a resource and energy efficient community. Included among the 
Energy Action Plan’s high-level goals was a City specific goal of 100% clean energy 
consumption by City facilities by 2030. 
 
On November 20, 2018 City Council approved a Trilaterial Agreement with Ozarks Electric and 
Today’s Power, Inc. that provides for the development, construction and operation of 10 MW of 
Solar Power Generation and associated 24 MWh of energy storage at the two Fayetteville 
Wastewater Treatment Facilities.  The two projects, consisting of 5 MW of ground mounted 
solar photovoltaic panels and 12 MWh of battery storage at each wastewater treatment facility, 
broke ground on March 4, 2019.     
 
On September 9, 2019, the City flipped the switch on 10 MW of Solar Power Generation and 
associated 24 MWh of Storage at the two Fayetteville Wastewater Treatment Facilities.  These 
two projects moved the City’s clean energy consumption from 16% to 72%.   
 
DISCUSSION: 
The Maintenance Agreement details the preventative maintenance, repair, and replacement 
work that Ozarks Electric will provide for overhead and underground electric distribution facilities 
behind the meter (owned by the City of Fayetteville) that connect to the solar and battery 



 

2 
 

storage at the two Wastewater Treatment Plants.  The cost for this maintenance is $20,116 per 
year.   
 
The interconnection agreement allows the City and Today’s Power, Inc to generate (and store 
electricity) with the solar array and battery storage and feed it onto the Ozarks Electric grid 
according to the Arkansas Net Metering rules. There is no cost for this agreement.   
 
Both agreements will be in effect for the 20-year term of the Trilateral Solar Agreement and are 
necessary to satisfy the Public Service Commission requirements for interconnection of the 
Solar Array and Battery Storage and to ensure that the solar facility generation is not interrupted 
by a distribution system failure.   
 
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPACT: 
The cost for the maintenance agreement is $20,116 per year.  This will be paid for by the 
Water/Sewer Department starting in 2020.   
 
 
Attachments: 
Contract for Maintenance of Interconnection facilities 
Contract for Interconnection of Customer-Owned Generation 
Attachment 1, Fayetteville West Identification Map 
Attachment 2, Fayetteville East Identification Map 
Attachment 3, Generator Interconnection Rules and Requirements 150KW and Above 
 
 









Peter Nierengarten, Fayetteville Environmental Director
113 W. Mountain St.
Fayetteville, AR 72701

















Peter Nierengarten, Fayetteville Environmental  Director
113 W. Mountain St. 
Fayetteville, AR  72701




















	STAFF_REVIEW_FORM



