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 MEETING OF FEBRUARY 15, 2022 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 
 
THRU:  Susan Norton, Chief of Staff 
  Chris Brown, Public Works Director 
    
FROM: Matt Casey, Engineering Design Manager 
 
DATE: January 27, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Amendment to Ordinance 6393 authorizing an agreement with Arkansas 

and Missouri Railroad for a new railroad crossing at Futrall Drive and 
Gregg Avenue 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends amending Ordinance 6393, authorizing an agreement with Arkansas and 
Missouri Railroad for a new railroad crossing at Futrall Drive and Gregg Avenue.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
The extension of Futrall Drive has long been on the City’s Master Street Plan, to provide an 
additional access to approximately 150 acres of undeveloped property west of the railroad 
tracks, east of Garland Avenue, and north of Drake Street.  This project was identified as a 
priority project in the 2019 bond program, as opportunities to partner with developers of the 
property arose. The connection will provide a more direct access from the property to the 
Fulbright Expressway, and will include pedestrian facilities to allow for safe crossings at the 
railroad and Gregg Avenue. 
 
Agreements with the Arkansas and Missouri Railroad for the construction of the railroad 
crossing equipment  were approved by the City Council on 12/15/2020 by Ordinance 6393.. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Section 3 of Ordinance 6393 states the following: 
 
Section 3:     Execution of these agreements shall be authorized upon development approval of 
a preliminary plan or large scale development for the first phase of development with a minimum 
of 100,000 square feet of commercial employment space, with posting of a bond to secure the 
construction of a connecting roadway to railroad crossing. 
 
Washington Regional Medical System has purchased 15.22 acres adjacent to this crossing and 
has the option to purchase an additional 25 acres in that area.  Washington Regional is 
currently developing the plans for expansion of their medical facilities onto this property, that will 
meet the stipulations noted in the ordinance, but it will be several months before their plans will 
be ready to submit for development review.  Washington Regional has requested that the City 
Council remove the requirement of Section 3 of this ordinance to allow the City to move forward 
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with the permitting and construction of the new railroad crossing prior to the development 
approval of the hospital expansion. 
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPACT: 
None.  The remaining terms of the ordinance and agreement are unchanged. 
 
Attachments: 
Washington Regional Letter 
Ordinance 6393 
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