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CITY COUNCIL MEMO 
2023-751 

 
MEETING OF MAY 16, 2023 
 
TO: Mayor Jordan and City Council 

THRU: 
 

FROM: Kit Williams, City Attorney 

DATE: 
 

SUBJECT: Amend City Council Rules of Order & Procedure Regarding Public Comment 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Council Member Berna is sponsoring a resolution to amend the City Council Rules of Order & Procedure to 
reduce the allowed speaking time for the public from 5 minutes to 3 minutes and to remove the requirement 
that speakers sign up to speak. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPACT:  
 
ATTACHMENTS: Agenda Request Form 
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City of Fayetteville, Arkansas 
 

Legislation Text 

113 West Mountain Street 
Fayetteville, AR 72701 

(479) 575-8323 

 

File #: 2023-751 

 
Amend City Council Rules of Order & Procedure Regarding Public Comment 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND RULE A.7. D. (2) PUBLIC COMMENTS TO REDUCE THE 
ALLOWED SPEAKING TIME FOR THE PUBLIC FROM 5 MINUTES TO 3 MINUTES AND TO 
REMOVE ANY REQUIREMENT FOR SPEAKERS HAVING TO SIGN UP BEFORE THE ITEM IS 
OPENED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
WHEREAS, to better ensure that all members of the public will have a reasonable time to address the 
City Council at a more reasonable hour of the meeting, the allowed speaking time for each member of 
the public wishing to address the Council should be reduced to three minutes; and 
  
WHEREAS, the fairly new change instituted to require every speaker having to be “signed up prior to 
the beginning of the agenda item they wish to address being opened for public comment” was confusing 
to the public, did not speed up the meeting, and has not been enforced for a long time, and therefore 
should be removed as a requirement for a member of the public to address the Council in person. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAYETTEVILLE, ARKANSAS: 
  
Section 1:  That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby amends the Rules of Order 
and Procedure of the Fayetteville City Council A.7.d.(2) Public Comments by repealing it in its 
entirety and replacing it as follows: 
  
            “Public Comments.  The public shall be allowed three minutes to address the City Council 
during a public hearing or about any item on New or Unfinished Business which is then being 
considered. The City Council by unanimous consent or majority vote may allow a speaker additional 
time. Speakers present in the Council Chambers shall be recognized prior to speakers participating by 
electronic means. Amendments may receive public comments only if approved by the City Council by 
unanimous consent or majority vote.  As part of a person’s public comments allowed above, a speaker 
may use electronic visual aids.” 
 


