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City of Fayetteville, Arkansas 
 

Legislation Text 

113 West Mountain Street 
Fayetteville, AR 72701 

(479) 575-8323 

 

File #: 2023-754 

 
 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF FAYETTEVILLE TO 
PURCHASE REAL ESTATE TO BE RETURNED TO THE NWA BLACK HERITAGE 
ASSOCIATION FOR RESTORATION, REDEVELOPMENT, AND ADVANCEMENT TO THE 
AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY INTO THE VIBRANT AND THRIVING DISTRICT IT IS 
MEANT TO BE 
 
WHEREAS, City of Fayetteville Resolution 213-20, File Number 2020-0662 was Passed by the 
Fayetteville City Council on 8/18/2020 declaring, “Section 1: That the City Council of the City of 
Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby declares racism is a public health emergency, the City of Fayetteville will 
recognize the severe impact of racism on the well-being of residents and city overall and allocate 
funding, staff, and additional resources to actively engage in racial equity in order to name, reverse, and 
repair harm done to African Americans in this City, including…” but not limited to sixteen (16) stated 
actions; and 
  
WHEREAS, Black and underserved do not equal blight as was declared in the 1968 City of Fayetteville 
Community Renewal Plan, many parts of which continue in effect today. And per Action Item 8 of City 
of Fayetteville Resolution 213-20, this City will take action to reduce the number of… “minorit[ized] 
citizens displaced by redevelopment of existing neighborhoods.”; and 
  
WHEREAS, the original landscape of the City of Fayetteville was created by enslaved Black people 
who felled and removed trees to create the built environment; and 
  
WHEREAS, the last remaining historic African American community formed at emancipation was 
named by the system, “Tin Cup” to designate “Black” as was routine across Arkansas and the South, 
and ongoing plans to eliminate it were discussed in the first written City Master Plan of 1945; and 
  
WHEREAS, by the 2040 Master Plan adopted in 2019, the name of the community was deleted from 
the City Maps with Special Thanks for engagement efforts given to various entities including the 
University of Arkansas and the Artist’s Laboratory Theater who conducted community engagement 
sessions under the guise of supporting Black community needs and desiring their input; and 
  
WHEREAS, in a September 2022 meeting discussing Jefferson School properties for sale in the African 
American community, the City and the Fayetteville School Board discussed the neighborhood as an 
“Infill Laboratory” which aligns with the 2040 Master Plan; and 
  
WHEREAS, the erasure of African Americans from their historic community at Lafayette St. and 
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Fletcher Ave to the northeast and along Spout Spring Branch continues at an alarming rate without an 
approved Racial Equity Strategic Action Plan to stop the erasure process; and 
  
WHEREAS, members of the City of Fayetteville’s Black Heritage Preservation Commission (BHPC) at 
the May 18, 2023, meeting expressed support of NWA Black Heritage Association’s effort to stop the 
erasure of the last remaining historic African American community that benefits all of Fayetteville and 
the NWA region. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAYETTEVILLE, ARKANSAS: 
  
Section 1: That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville hereby authorizes the Mayor of the City of 
Fayetteville to purchase real estate to be returned to NWA Black Heritage Association for restoration, 
redevelopment, and advancement of the African American community into the vibrant and thriving 
district it is meant to be. 
 








