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Legislation Text

File #: 2024-147

Ordinance to rezone 39.41 acres in the expired Park West PZD

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN REZONING PETITION RZN
2024-0011 FOR 39.41 ACRES IN THE PARK WEST PZD ON NORTH HIGHWAY 112 IN WARD 2
FROM PLANNED ZONING DISTRICT TO UT, URBAN THOROUGHFARE AND CS§,
COMMUNITY SERVICES

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FAYETTEVILLE,
ARKANSAS:

Section 1: That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby changes the zone
classification of the property shown on the map (Exhibit A) and the legal description (Exhibit B) both
attached to the Planning Department’s Agenda Memo from Planned Zoning District to UT, Urban
Thoroughfare (23.7 acres) and CS, Community Services (15.71 acres)

Section 2: That the City Council of the City of Fayetteville, Arkansas hereby amends the official zoning
map of the City of Fayetteville to reflect the zoning change provided in Section 1.
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ARKANSAS 2024-147

MEETING OF JUNE 4, 2024

TO: Mayor Jordan and City Council

THRU:

FROM: Kit Williams, City Attorney

SUBJECT: Ordinance to rezone 39.41 acres in the expired Park West PZD
RECOMMENDATION:

BACKGROUND:

On May 7, 2024, the City Council considered an ordinance to rezone various expired PZDs in Wards 1, 2, and
4. The item was held on the first reading. At the City Council's request, the City Attorney's office prepared an
amended ordinance that removed the Park West and Springwoods PZDs which were to be considered by the
Environmental Action Committee. On May 21, the City Council approved the revised ordinance rezoning only
the Cliffside PZD, Westbrook Village Phase 2, and Paddock Road Subdivision.

DISCUSSION:

The City Attorney's Office has prepared a new ordinance rezoning the Park West PZD for the City Council's
consideration.

BUDGET/STAFF IMPACT:
n/a

ATTACHMENTS: Ex A Park West (#3), Ex B Park West (#4), Agenda Request - Park West PZD (#5)

Mailing address:
113 W. Mountain Street www.fayetteville-ar.gov
Fayetteville, AR 72701
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Environmental Action Committee Statement
Agenda items C3 and C4 for the June 4™ City Council Meeting

The City of Fayetteville’s Environmental Action Committee (EAC) is aware that the City Council will be voting to re-
establish zoning in 2 areas, Park West and Spring Woods, from their current un-zoned status to a combination of UT
(Urban Thoroughfare) and CS (Community Services) for the former, and UT exclusively for the latter. This would allow
for the densest and most varied possible development in the city. Given the environmental significance of these two
parcels to the City’s ongoing effort for climate resiliency as well as the importance of protecting Wilson Springs, we
respectfully recommend and encourage that you instead consider rezoning Spring Woods and Park West to RA (Resi-
dential Agriculture) rather than UT (Urban Thoroughfare) for the following reasons.

The EAC has worked diligently for some time evaluating development of the Climate Action Plan (CAP), and the Cli-
mate Resilience Mapping Tool which was developed as an outcome of crafting the CAP itself. This document and as-
sociated software tool have succeeded in the goal of objectively describing parcels of land in the city in relation to
how much (or little) they can support the long-term resiliency to withstand predicted changes in the climate. The
Climate Resilience Map is a groundbreaking scientific tool to assist in making decisions for our rapidly growing city.
City staff and Olsson engineering have done an excellent job of creating this tool which can help all involved to make
better informed decisions associated with future development. It is now possible to look at any parcel of land in the
city to reference it’s ranking on this interactive mapping tool from least to most impactful on climate resiliency from
development.

Given what we have learned from the Climate Resiliency Map scoring data, the EAC would advocate for a reconsider-
ation in zoning of the two parcels in question. The Park West and Springwoods parcels have identifiable ecosystem
services and ecological resilience attributes that make them valuable for consideration and protection. We would like
to draw your attention to the fact that only a comparatively small number of parcels in the city exhibit such a signifi-
cant score. Significant scores indicate parcels are ecologically significant and should be protected due to the ecosys-
tem services they provide. The ecosystem services that the 2 un-zoned areas support include, but are not limited to,
(1) supporting the health of Wilson Springs and Clabber Creek and their associated ecosystems and (2) absorption
and remediation of rainwater. This is critical as climate change continues to contribute to greater and more frequent
flooding events. Even as the city moves toward adoption of a new tax for storm-water services, the Council needs to
be ever vigilant that future zoning changes and development will not exacerbate flooding issues within the city.

While neither the Climate Action Plan or the Climate Resilience Mapping Tool have been discussed or adopted by the
City Council at this time, both are coming forward for consideration later this summer. The goal, of course, is to keep

Fayetteville as healthy and livable by evaluating data gathered through numerous methods, and organizing that data

to ensure well informed solutions are always available to planners and policy makers.

The EAC is cognizant of the fact that high density urban thoroughfares are important to the long-term health of a
city. As such, we will soon be taking a detailed look into the proposed College Avenue changes for one. At first
glance, we noticed that most of the parcels in that area score very low on the Climate Resiliency Map. This suggests
College Avenue corridor might be an example of a more appropriate site for high density development rather than
endorsing the highest density zoning on particularly ecologically valuable parcels which could send a negative signal
to our residents as to the future of environmental protection in our vibrant, fast-growing city.

Jeff Pummill
Environmental Action Committee Chair
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